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Learn	english	audio	books	free	download	mp3

By	Danielle	Fernandez	i	Jeffrey	Hamilton/Digital	Vision/Getty	Images	Audiobooks	make	it	possible	for	even	the	busiest	of	readers	to	keep	up	with	the	current	bestsellers,	and	they're	excellent	alternatives	for	the	blind	or	illiterate.	Advances	in	digital	recording	technology	have	eliminated	the	need	for	multiple	cassette	tapes.	Readers	can	carry	volumes
of	books	electronically	on	an	mp3	player	or	smartphone.	Using	a	flash	drive	to	store	your	book	files	makes	it	even	easier	to	maintain	a	large	library	without	cluttering	up	your	device	or	computer	hard	drive.	Plug	the	flash	drive	into	one	of	your	computer's	USB	ports.	Locate	and	highlight	the	audiobook	file	on	your	computer.	Drag	the	audiobook	file	or
files	to	the	flash	drive	icon	to	copy	the	files	onto	it.	Eject	the	flash	drive	from	your	computer.	On	a	PC,	right-click	the	icon	and	click	"Eject."	On	a	Mac,	drag	the	flash	drive	icon	to	the	trash	can.	Unplug	the	device	from	your	computer.	By	Brandon	Getty	i	Jupiterimages/BananaStock/Getty	Images	There's	nothing	like	curling	up	by	a	fireplace	with	a	good
book,	though	it	might	be	hard	for	you	to	find	the	time	for	this	simple	pleasure.	By	loading	your	favorite	audiobooks	onto	your	Creative	Zen	player,	you	can	immerse	yourself	in	literature	on	the	way	to	work,	while	exercising	or	as	you	perform	chores	around	the	house.	Your	Creative	Zen	acts	as	a	removable	disc	when	connected	to	your	computer,	so	all
you	need	to	do	is	drag	and	drop	your	audiobook	files.	Download	a	selection	of	audiobooks	to	your	computer	using	the	links	provided	in	the	Resources	section	of	this	article.	You	can	also	find	free	and	paid	audiobooks	on	various	other	websites.	Remember	where	you	save	the	files	on	your	hard	drive.	Connect	your	Creative	Zen	player	to	your	computer.
If	you	are	prompted	to	choose	an	action,	simply	close	the	window.	Click	"Start"	and	select	"My	Computer"	or	"Computer."	Locate	the	Creative	Zen	icon	and	double-click	on	it	to	open	the	main	directory.	Open	a	new	Windows	Explorer	window	and	navigate	to	the	folder	containing	your	audiobook	files.	Click	and	drag	a	file	into	the	Creative	Zen
directory,	and	then	drop	it	to	load	the	audiobook	onto	the	player.	Wait	for	the	file	to	finish	writing	to	the	player,	and	then	repeat	these	steps	for	each	audiobook	you	wish	to	load.	Click	the	"Safely	Remove	Hardware"	icon	in	the	system	tray	to	eject	your	Creative	Zen	player.	By	Andy	Osborne	i	Mp3	player	green	image	by	patrimonio	designs	from
Fotolia.com	Audio	books	are	a	convenient	way	to	take	in	a	good	story	or	nonfiction	piece	while	doing	any	number	of	everyday	activities	such	as	driving,	jogging	or	cleaning	the	house.	Transferring	your	audio	book	to	an	MP3	player	enhances	the	experience	greatly,	since	most	MP3	players	are	small,	portable	and	have	excellent	battery	life	to	last
through	a	long	tale.	Keeping	a	few	simple	points	in	mind,	you	can	transfer	your	favorite	audio	books	to	your	MP3	player	quickly	and	easily.	Transfer	your	audio	book	to	your	computer	if	you	purchased	the	book	in	CD	format.	To	do	this,	you	will	need	software	capable	of	ripping	your	CD	to	your	computer's	hard	drive	(if	you	downloaded	your	audio	book
from	a	website,	skip	to	Step	2).	A	list	of	CD	ripping	software	from	CNET	has	been	provided	in	the	Resources	section.	Find	out	what	audio	file	formats	your	MP3	player	supports.	Check	the	file	type	of	your	ripped	or	downloaded	audio	book	on	your	personal	computer	by	right	clicking	on	the	files	and	selecting	the	option	that	displays	the	file	properties.
The	MPEG-3	(.mp3)	format	works	with	most	MP3	player	models;	however,	some	models	may	require	formats	such	as	MPEG-4.	If	the	file	format	of	your	audio	book	is	not	supported	by	your	MP3	player,	use	a	file	conversion	program	to	fix	this	(see	Resources	for	a	helpful	link).	Connect	your	MP3	player	to	a	USB	port	on	your	computer.	You	will	need	the
USB	cable	that	came	with	your	MP3	player,	since	the	attachments	for	individual	devices	vary.	Your	computer	now	will	recognize	the	MP3	player	as	a	portable	storage	device	and	display	the	player	on	your	main	hard	drive	directory.	Check	your	MP3	player's	available	memory	by	right-clicking	on	the	device	icon	and	selecting	the	properties	option.	Do
the	same	with	your	audio	book	files,	and	ensure	that	you	have	enough	free	space	on	your	MP3	player	for	the	audio	book,	since	these	groups	of	files	tend	to	be	quite	large	(often	exceeding	1	gigabyte).	Copy	and	paste	your	audio	book	files	into	the	directory	of	your	choice	on	your	MP3	player.	For	instance,	many	MP3	players	come	equipped	with	an
"Audio	Book"	or	similarly	titled	folder	within	the	device's	main	directory.	Placing	your	files	here	will	help	you	keep	your	MP3	player	organized	and	prevent	audio	book	tracks	from	mixing	in	with	music	playlists.	It	might	take	several	minutes	to	transfer	the	audio	book	to	your	MP3	player,	depending	on	the	size	of	the	files.	Remove	your	MP3	player
device	from	your	computer	and	disconnect	the	USB	cable	after	the	file	transfer	process	is	complete.	Your	audio	book	now	will	be	accessible	on	your	MP3	player	in	the	directory	to	which	it	was	transferred,	generally	found	under	an	icon	of	the	same	name	on	the	player's	display.	Plug	in	your	headphones	and	enjoy!	Windows	only:	Freeware	application
MP3	to	iPod	Audio	Book	Converter	takes	your	regular	MP3	audiobooks	and	converts	them	to	the	iPod	(M4B)	audiobook	format,	allowing	you	to	take	advantage	of	the	features	afforded	to	iPod	audiobook	files.Namely,	that	means	that	your	iPod	will	mark	your	last	listening	position	so	you	can	pick	up	where	you	left	off	(which	you	can	more	tediously	do
with	MP3s)	and	let	you	adjust	the	playback	speed.	If	you've	got	many	MP3	audiobooks,	or	even	podcasts,	converting	them	to	the	M4B	format—while	less	portable—should	give	you	a	nice	added	level	of	audiobook	friendliness.	If	your	files	are	already	in	M4A	format	rather	than	MP3,	all	you	have	to	do	is	rename	the	extension	to	M4B.After	uploading	a
slew	of	lectures	onto	my	iPod	in	preparation	for	a	big	trip,	I	realized	I'd	want…Read	moreMP3	to	iPod	Audio	Book	Converter	[freeiPodsoftware	via	Brent	Evans]	Heidi	Thorne	is	a	self-publishing	advocate	and	author	of	nonfiction	books,	eBooks,	and	audiobooks.	She	is	a	former	trade	newspaper	editor.I	had	a	comment	on	one	of	my	posts	asking	about
what	tools	could	be	used	for	creating	audio	books.	Audio	books	are	popular	these	days	since	people	are	always	looking	for	ways	to	multitask.	Similar	to	podcasts,	listening	to	books	being	read	out	loud	allows	people	to	“read”	books	while	completing	other	activities	such	as	exercising,	housework,	driving,	etc.So	if	you're	thinking	about	producing	an
audio	book	of	one	of	your	print	books	or	eBooks,	here's	what	you	need	to	know.What	Is	an	Audio	Book?In	simplest	terms,	an	audio	book	is	a	recording	of	someone	reading	a	book	out	loud.	But	as	will	be	discussed,	it	is	a	much	more	complex	project	than	simply	recording	the	voice	of	someone	reading	a	book	aloud.A	Recent	and	Very	Brief	History	of
Audio	BooksIn	the	late	20th	century,	audio	books	were	commonly	offered	on	cassette	tapes.	The	problem	with	tapes	was	that	it	was	difficult	to	scan	and	search	through	them	using	cassette	players.	As	media	formats	evolved,	CDs	offered	easier	scanning	and	searching	functions	to	audio	books.	But	they	still	required	a	clunky	CD	player.When
smartphones	arrived,	audio	books	would	forever	change.	They	could	now	be	accessed	through	mobile	apps	or	even	the	Internet,	conveniently	on	one’s	phone.	No	additional	equipment	required!	Plus,	searching	and	seeking	through	the	book	were	now	easier	than	ever.Can’t	the	Amazon	Kindle	App	Read	eBooks	Out	Loud?Yes,	it	can,	but	for	a	very
limited	function.	The	Kindle	Reading	App	is	compliant	with	Apple’s	iOS	system	for	the	VoiceOver	accessibility	function	that	“reads”	eBooks	(or	anything	else	on	a	screen)	for	those	with	disabilities.	This	does	not	make	a	Kindle	eBook	an	audio	book!Is	Audio	Book	Publishing	Available	Through	Amazon	Createspace	or	KDP?As	of	this	writing,	no.	Amazon
offers	audio	book	publishing	through	their	ACX	platform	which	will	make	your	audio	book	available	on	Amazon,	Audible,	and	iTunes.	ACX	helps	handle	the	production	and	distribution,	and	then	pays	you	royalties,	similar	to	the	arrangement	for	Createspace	and	Kindle	Direct	Publishing	(KDP).However,	the	technical	requirements	on	ACX	are	very
specific	and	may	be	beyond	the	capabilities	of	most	authors.	How	complicated?	Check	these	ACX	audio	requirements.	Plus,	as	of	this	writing,	ACX	is	only	available	in	the	US	and	UK.Doesn’t	Createspace	Offer	CD	Production?	Can	I	Put	My	Audio	Recording	of	My	Book	on	CD?While,	yes,	Createspace	still	offers	music	CD	production	as	of	this	writing,
this	program	is	not	designed	for	audio	books.	It’s	designed	for	music	and	your	CD	will	be	listed	under	"Music"	on	Amazon.	That	is	not	where	you	want	to	be	with	your	audio	book!Plus,	how	many	of	your	readers	would	be	willing	or	likely	to	listen	to	your	book	on	CD?	These	days,	with	the	plethora	of	devices	and	apps	offering	audio	content	of	all	types
on	all	kinds	of	devices,	CDs	are	quickly	becoming	obsolete.If	I	Record	Myself	Reading	My	Book	on	an	MP3	File,	Can	I	Upload	It	to	Sell	on	Amazon?No.	Until	October	2014,	Createspace	did	allow	publishers	and	artists	to	upload	and	sell	MP3	files	through	Amazon.	But	even	then,	this	MP3	service	was	limited	to	music.Currently,	self-published	audio
book	content	to	be	sold	on	Amazon	must	be	produced	through	the	ACX	platform.Okay,	Can	I	Just	Record	an	MP3	of	Me	Reading	My	Book	Aloud	and	Sell	It	On	My	Own?Technically,	you	can	and	there	are	services	to	help	you	sell	digital	content	online.	But	why	would	you	want	to?	Aside	from	all	the	technology	and	talent	required	to	produce	it,	selling	it
own	your	own	means	you’re	in	business.	That	means	being	responsible	for	all	the	technical	glitches	and	customer	service	problems	that	your	readers	experience	with	your	audio	book	product.Plus,	in	some	areas,	direct	selling	of	digital	products	of	any	kind	incurs	sales	taxes.	Then	you’d	be	responsible	for	collecting,	reporting,	and	paying	those...	in
addition	to	filing	regular	business	income	taxes	whether	sales	taxes	are	required	or	not.	If	you’re	already	in	business,	that	might	not	be	a	big	issue.	But	if	you	aren’t,	this	puts	you	on	a	completely	new	path	that	could	engulf	your	life	for	very	little	return.	Selling	audio	books	is	just	as	tough	as	selling	books	and	eBooks.What	If	I	Want	to	Narrate	My	Book
Myself?Whether	you’re	hoping	to	save	money	or	create	a	personal	connection	with	your	readers,	yes,	you	can	narrate	your	own	audio	book	if	you	decide	to	publish	through	ACX.	However,	as	noted	earlier,	the	technical	requirements	for	the	recording	can	be	extensive	and	would	require	investment	in	equipment,	software,	and	a	steep	learning	curve
that	may	not	be	worth	it.	Plus,	ACX	has	to	approve	whatever	content	you	produce.	If	it	doesn’t	meet	their	standards,	you	might	have	to	redo	it	and/or	pay	them	to	help	produce	something	that	meets	their	requirements.Aside	from	these	issues,	narrating	a	book	is	a	skill	akin	to	acting.	You	need	to	know	how	to	control	your	voice	and	deliver	your	content
properly.	It	isn’t	just	reading	out	loud	like	you	did	in	grade	school!	Audio	book	readers	expect	PERFORMANCE!	That’s	why	ACX	has	a	way	to	help	authors	connect	with	professional	narrators	and	actors	to	read	their	books,	if	authors	cannot	do	it	themselves	or	hire	proper	talent.	As	you	might	expect,	narration	talent	is	not	free.Audio	Book	Cover
ConsiderationsAs	I	was	producing	one	of	my	audio	books,	I	ran	into	hurdle.As	I'm	uploading	the	files,	the	cover	artwork	from	the	eBook,	which	I	created	using	the	Cover	Creator	tool	in	Kindle	Direct	Publishing	(KDP),	did	not	transfer	over	to	ACX,	likely	due	to	image	licensing	issues.	As	well,	it	was	the	wrong	size	for	ACX	(a	2400	X	2400	pixels	high
resolution	image	is	required).So	I	had	to	start	from	scratch	for	this	audio	cover!	Aargh!	And	since	I	wouldn't	have	a	prayer	of	making	this	new	art	look	even	close	to	what	I	created	in	KDP,	I	decided	to	revise	both	my	print	and	eBook	editions	to	match	the	new	audio	edition	art.Word	to	the	Wise	Author	for	the	Future:	Develop	your	print,	eBook,	and
audio	book	covers	all	at	the	same	time,	without	either	the	Createspace	or	KDP	Cover	Creator	tools,	AND	have	them	all	coordinate.	Even	if	you	think	you	might	not	do	an	audio	book	for	a	while,	it's	better	to	have	it	ready	than	have	to	go	back	to	the	drawing	board	and	revise	existing	cover	art.So	Do	You	Really	Want	to	Produce	an	Audio	Book?With	all
the	expense	and	effort	that	audio	books	entail,	does	it	make	sense	for	self	published	authors	to	offer	them?	Probably	not	for	many,	at	least	at	this	point	in	history,	even	though	a	market	exists	for	them.	In	a	CNBC	post	from	2016,	it	was	reported	that	Audible	audio	book	memberships	were	growing	at	40	percent	year	on	year,	while	print	and	eBooks	are
experiencing	challenges.However,	as	services	such	as	Createspace	and	KDP	simplified	print	book	and	eBook	production	to	make	it	a	possibility	for	thousands	of	self	published	authors—and	as	text-to-speech	automation	continues	to	evolve—I	don’t	think	it	will	be	long	before	we	see	a	breakthrough	in	audio	book	self	publishing	capabilities.	Stay
tuned!This	article	is	accurate	and	true	to	the	best	of	the	author’s	knowledge.	Content	is	for	informational	or	entertainment	purposes	only	and	does	not	substitute	for	personal	counsel	or	professional	advice	in	business,	financial,	legal,	or	technical	matters.©	2017	Heidi	ThorneCommentsHeidi	Thorne	(author)	from	Chicago	Area	on	December	13,
2018:Hi	Elizabeth!	Good	to	see	you	popping	in	to	HP.	Happy	Holidays!Elizabeth	Parker	from	Las	Vegas,	NV	on	December	13,	2018:Thanks	for	posting	this.	Going	to	check	it	out!Heidi	Thorne	(author)	from	Chicago	Area	on	June	21,	2018:Hi	Glenn!	I	think	all	of	us	authors	are	thinking	about	audio	books	these	days!	But	the	costs	involved	can	be	quite
significant.I	don't	know	if	you	knew,	but	I	did	actually	successfully	publish	my	first	book	on	ACX,	doing	it	as	author/narrator.	I	will	tell	you	from	personal	experience	now	that	the	learning	curve	is	STEEP!	I'm	working	on	the	second	one	and	bumping	into	a	few	more	unexpected	issues	with	artwork	of	all	things,	as	well	as	tech	issues.	But	it	is	getting
better.I'm	finding,	too,	that	my	ROI	on	my	blog	and	other	online	adventures	are	still	good.	So	keeping	my	investments	in	audio	books	and	podcasts	in	check	until	they	start	showing	some	results.Thanks	so	much	for	stopping	by!	I	do	hope	that	as	tech	and	systems	for	audio	books	get	better,	that	you'll	once	again	consider	them.	Have	a	great	day!Glenn
Stok	from	Long	Island,	NY	on	June	21,	2018:I	was	thinking	about	this	lately	and	started	looking	into	the	options	I	had	to	make	an	audiobook	version	of	my	paperback	book.	Your	article	gave	me	the	answers	I	was	looking	for–both	the	pros	and	the	cons.Based	on	the	weak	sales	potential,	I	ruled	out	studying	ACX,	and	you	helped	me	confirm	that
decision.	It's	just	not	worth	the	time.You	made	it	clear	that	the	entire	audio	book	industry	is	growing	and	new	technology	is	coming	along,	so	I	am	convinced	it's	best	to	wait	and	not	consider	it	at	this	time.	Even	if	I	used	one	of	the	services	to	develop	it,	it's	still	time	consuming.	Time	is	better	spent	writing	online	content	anyway.	Thanks,	Heidi,	for	a
well-informed	article.Tommy	Wakefield	on	November	19,	2017:TY.	:)Heidi	Thorne	(author)	from	Chicago	Area	on	November	11,	2017:Bill,	glad	you	have	a	Heidi	file.	;)	I'm	kind	of	in	the	"no	thanks"	side	of	the	fence	on	this	one,	too.	But	if	an	easy	to	publish	option	develops,	I	might	reconsider.	Thanks,	as	always,	for	your	support	and	conversation!
Happy	"Stay	Warm"	Weekend	to	you,	too!Heidi	Thorne	(author)	from	Chicago	Area	on	November	11,	2017:Mary,	you've	offered	some	great	examples!	Glad	your	audio	books	are	a	good	mental	escape	for	cooking.	(I'd	concur.)I	also	am	undecided	about	authors	narrating	their	own	books.	I've	heard	Elizabeth	Gilbert	read	her	own	books	and	she's
excellent.	But	then	I've	heard	others	that,	yikes,	are	just	bland	at	best,	irritating	at	worst.I,	too,	am	looking	forward	to	seeing	more	options	for	self	publishers	in	the	world	of	audio	books.	Thanks	so	much,	as	always,	for	sharing	your	experience	and	insight	with	us!	Have	a	great	weekend!Bill	Holland	from	Olympia,	WA	on	November	11,	2017:I,	too,	love
audiobooks,	but	the	chances	of	me	ever	making	one	are	zilch.	Still,	I'll	file	this	away	under	"Heidi"	because	never	say	never.	:)	Happy	Saturday	my	friend.	Stay	warm!Mary	Wickison	from	Brazil	on	November	11,	2017:I	love	listening	to	audiobooks	when	I	am	cooking	dinner.	It	makes	an	otherwise	dull	event,	meaningful.Some	of	the	narrators	are
rubbish!	I	listened	to	one	who	was	pronouncing	town	names	in	France	incorrectly.	He	wasn't	even	close,	and	yet	it	was	an	easy	thing	to	check.I	remember	a	Steve	Harvey	book	which	had	an	excellent	reader.	I	have	also	listened	to	many	where	the	author	themselves	read	it,	and	I	sit	on	the	fence	with	that,	some	just	don't	have	a	voice	which	works	for
me.It's	an	interesting	topic	and	I	do	hope	technology	develops	to	allow	others	to	expand	into	this	field.Heidi	Thorne	(author)	from	Chicago	Area	on	November	11,	2017:Flourish,	like	your	husband,	my	husband,	who	also	has	a	long	commute,	is	really	enjoying	his	Audible	books.	Years	ago,	I	used	to	be	on	the	road	for	hours	when	I	was	in	advertising
sales.	So	I	used	to	"read"	audio	books	(they	were	on	tape	and	CD	back	then).	It	was	a	great	use	of	my	windshield	time.	Today,	with	most	of	my	work	being	done	in	the	office--and	it	requires	a	lot	of	mental	concentration--I	find	that	audio	books	are	less	appealing	than	they	used	to	be.Totally	agree	that	the	audio	and	narrator	quality	can	make	or	break
the	reader's	experience.	You	provided	a	great	example	of	that!	With	all	the	tech	requirements,	I	personally	wouldn't	attempt	a	full-fledged	audio	book	without	professional	help.Thanks	for	sharing	your	personal	experience	with	us,	as	always!	Have	a	lovely	weekend!FlourishAnyway	from	USA	on	November	10,	2017:What	an	excellent	topic!	My	husband
has	a	two	hour	commute	and	as	a	result	has	listened	to	a	broad	range	of	audio	books.	With	the	aging	population,	audio	books	are	also	a	good	option	to	large	print	editions	or	giving	up	on	reading	books.	When	I	have	listened	to	audio	books	sometimes	a	poor	narrator	with	a	nasal	quality	or	clicks	in	their	voice	really	annoy	me.	Definitely	not	for	all	do-it-
yourselfers.
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