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What	are	the	gifts	of	the	holy	spirit	got	questions

WHO	IS	THE	HOLY	SPIRIT?	He	is	the	most	important	person	you	will	meet.	He	counsels,	comforts,	directs,	equips	and	empowers	us	to	live	above	our	circumstances,	outside	of	our	limitations	and	over	our	expectations.	He	is	the	great	gift	Jesus	promised	to	send	us	and	He	is	God	by	our	side.	"I	am	going	to	send	you	what	my	Father	has	promised;	but	stay	in	the	city	until	you
have	been	clothed	with	power	from	on	high.”	Luke	25:49	This	was	an	awesome	promise.	Jesus,	for	the	first	time	in	history,	was	making	the	very	Presence	of	God	available	to	all	who	ask.	This	promise	wasn't	exclusive,	just	for	rulers,	pastors	or	Bible	teachers.	He	was	making	this	gift	available	for	everyone	from	the	least	to	the	highest.	The	great	prophecy	in	Joel	had	arrived:	"And
afterward,	I	will	pour	out	my	Spirit	on	all	people."	Joel	2:28	It's	not	surprising	that	most	of	us	have	at	one	time	have	failed	to	grasp	the	importance	of	this	person	of	the	Trinity.	When	we	live	without	an	awareness	of	God,	or	choose	not	to	walk	in	obedience	to	His	word,	we	are	living	within	the	confines	of	narrow	walls.	We	are	unable	to	see	truth	and	even	have	no	awareness	of
where	to	look.	“If	you	love	me,	show	it	by	doing	what	I’ve	told	you.	I	will	talk	to	the	Father,	and	he’ll	provide	you	another	Friend	so	that	you	will	always	have	someone	with	you.	This	Friend	is	the	Spirit	of	Truth.	The	godless	world	can’t	take	him	in	because	it	doesn’t	have	eyes	to	see	him,	doesn’t	know	what	to	look	for.	But	you	know	him	already	because	he	has	been	staying	with
you,	and	will	even	be	in	you!"	John	14:15-17	(MSG)	NEW	LIFE	IN	THE	SPIRIT	When	we've	chosen	to	respond	to	the	invitation	of	God	and	to	put	our	hope	and	trust	in	Him,	the	walls	come	down,	our	eyes	are	opened	and	our	new	life	starts.		This	new	life	can	be	challenging,	we	are	required	to	leave	the	old	and	familiar	to	venture	into	life	in	the	Spirit.	Peter	explains:	“Change	your
life.	Turn	to	God	and	be	baptised,	each	of	you,	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ,	so	your	sins	are	forgiven.	Receive	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	promise	is	targeted	to	you	and	your	children,	but	also	to	all	who	are	far	away—whomever,	in	fact,	our	Master	God	invites.”	Acts	2:38-39	(MSG)	To	be	baptised	means	to	be	completely	immersed	in	something.	We	need	the	Holy	Spirit	to	fully
in	us	to	live	the	Christian	life;	it	is	too	hard	without	Him	and	God	doesn't	expect	it.	We	are	provided	with	help.	Imagine	driving	a	car	for	the	first	time	and	finding	yourself	on	a	large	highway	without	any	guidance	or	direction.	We'd	never	get	where	we	needed	to	go.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	here	to	help	us.	The	same	way	an	awesome	warrior	would	come	to	the	aid	of	a	weak	or	weary
recruit.	Yet	He	doesn't	just	defend	us,	he	strengthens,	trains	and	forms	us	into	the	image	of	Christ	and	to	be	carrier	of	His	presence	to	a	hurting	world.	"The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	is	on	me,	because	he	has	anointed	me	to	proclaim	good	news	to	the	poor.	He	has	sent	me	to	proclaim	freedom	for	the	prisoners	and	recovery	of	sight	for	the	blind,	to	set	the	oppressed	free."	Luke	4:18
GIVER	OF	LIFE	The	Holy	Spirit	reveals	Jesus.	The	devil	will	do	all	that	he	can	to	disable	us	from	believing	in	and	following	Jesus.	If	he	can	stop	us	believing	that	God	wants	to	empower	and	refresh	us,	he	will	do	it.	The	Holy	Spirit	brings	a	quickening	power.	He	brings	fire	and	passion	into	our	soul.	It	is	the	provision	of	God	and	great	empowerment	to	achieve	the	work	that	he	has
called	us	to	do.	This	same	power	is	available	to	each	of	us	today.	The	Lord	promises	we	will	do	great	things	by	the	power	of	the	Spirit	working	in	and	through	us.	"Then	the	disciples	went	out	and	preached	everywhere,	and	the	Lord	worked	with	them	and	confirmed	his	word	by	the	miraculous	signs	that	accompanied	it."	Mark	16:20	The	Holy	Spirit	comes	like	a	fountain,	bubbling
up	within	us.	When	Jesus	spoke	to	the	Samaritan	woman,	she	had	been	gathering	water	in	the	heat	of	the	day,	alone	and	desolate.	Her	life	was	barren	and	full	of	disappointment	-	failed	relationships	and	outcast	from	society.	He	offered	her	life	giving	water	that	only	comes	from	His	presence.	When	we	are	filled	with	this	water	and	keep	this	water	flowing,	we	will	thirst	no	more.
Dry	places	are	refreshed	and	things	we	imagined	were	dead	are	restored	to	life.	"If	you	knew	the	gift	of	God	and	who	it	is	that	asks	you	for	a	drink,	you	would	have	asked	and	he	would	have	given	you	living	water."	John	4:10	GIFTS	OF	THE	SPIRIT	With	the	infilling	of	the	Holy	Spirit	we	receive	boldness,	faith	and	expectancy.	The	snares	that	held	us	captive	in	the	past	loosen
their	grip	and	control	over	us.	We	are	given	a	conquering	power	and	the	closer	we	draw	near	to	Him	the	more	evident	this	transformational	power	and	fruit	is	in	our	lives.	A	tree	cannot	produce	fruit	different	to	the	seed	inside	it.	When	the	Spirit	lives	in	us	His	work	is	manifested	in	our	speech	and	actions.	"But	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit	is	love,	joy,	peace,	patience,	kindness,
goodness,	faithfulness,	gentleness	and	self-control."	Galatians	5:22	As	followers	of	Christ	we	are	not	all	called	to	be	identical,	cookie	cutter	Christians.	We	have	been	made	creatively	and	uniquely,	each	with	God-given	talents	and	purpose.	There	are	teachers,	pastors,	healers,	helpers,	worshippers,	intercessors	and	evangelists.....	The	positions	we	are	assigned	are	wide	and	varied
but	we	are	supernatural	help	to	accomplish	anything	asked	of	us.	The	gifts	are	assigned	by	the	Spirit	as	needed	and	include	gifts	of	wisdom,	knowledge,	discerning	of	spirits,	tongues	and	interpretation	of	tongues,	prophecy,	miracles	and	supernatural	faith.	"There	are	different	kinds	of	gifts,	but	the	same	spirit	distributes	them.	There	are	different	kinds	of	service,	but	the	same
Lord.	There	are	different	kinds	of	working,	but	in	all	of	them	and	in	everyone	it	is	the	same	God	at	work."	1	Corinthians	12:4-6	We	are	encouraged	to	stir	up	these	gifts,	to	ask	for	them	and	seek	them	out.	They	are	not	a	goal	unto	themselves,	but	in	order	to	receive	empowerment	from	the	Spirit	to	live	the	large	expansive	lives	we	are	called	to.	We	are	given	a	spiritual	language.	It
is	not	a	language	in	any	earthly	sense.	It	is	a	means	to	communicate	with	God	allowing	the	Holy	Spirit	to	pray	through	us.	It	bypasses	our	understanding	and	connects	our	spirit	to	God.	It	empowers	us	to	co-operate	with	God.	In	1	Corinthians	14:18	Paul	says	‘I	thank	God	I	speak	with	tongues	more	than	you	all’.	Paul	understood	he	needed	the	Holy	Spirit	and	the	gift	of	tongues	to
build	himself	up	in	God	for	his	own	life	and	also	to	do	the	things	that	God	was	asking	him	to	do.	God	has	given	us	a	mechanism	to	enter	into	a	spiritual	world.	Ask	the	Holy	Spirit,	invite	Him	to	come.	He	will.	..........................................................................................	Seek	it	out:	Download	a	Bible	reading	plan	here.	Luke	24,	John	14,	Luke	4,	Acts	1-2,	Galatians	5,	1	Corinthians	12
We	recommend:	Moving	in	the	Spirit	by	Pastor	Phil	Pringle	www.c3store.com	Need	a	Bible?	If	you	don't	have	a	Bible	and	live	in	Australia	email	us	at	bibles@c3syd.church	and	we'll	send	you	one.	Got	Questions?	We	are	here	to	help.	Email	us	at	ask@c3syd.church.	We	have	to	exercise	discernment	in	the	Holy	Spirit	when	we	see	a	manifestation	that	on	first	glance	might	appear	to
be	"strange".What	would	you	think	if	someone	came	home	from	a	religious	meeting	and	they	couldn’t	speak?	You	might	be	tempted	to	say	that	it	was	demonic.	Yet	in	Luke	1,	we	see	how	Zechariah	was	struck	dumb	in	the	presence	of	God	and	couldn’t	speak	throughout	Elizabeth’s	pregnancy."Meanwhile,	the	people	were	waiting	for	Zechariah	and	wondering	why	he	stayed	so
long	in	the	temple.	When	he	came	out,	he	could	not	speak	to	them.	They	realized	he	had	seen	a	vision	in	the	temple,	for	he	kept	making	signs	to	them	but	remained	unable	to	speak."	(Luke	1:21-22)Similarly,	Saul	was	struck	temporarily	blind	by	his	encounter	with	Jesus	on	the	Damascus	Road:"Saul	got	up	from	the	ground,	but	when	he	opened	his	eyes	he	could	see	nothing.	So
they	led	him	by	the	hand	into	Damascus.	For	three	days	he	was	blind,	and	did	not	eat	or	drink	anything."	(Acts	9:8)What	if	you	witnessed	something	like	this	as	a	casual	observer?	You	see	a	guy	fall	under	the	power	of	God	and	when	he	gets	back	up	again	he’s	blind!	That	doesn’t	sound	right	does	it?	It	can’t	be	Jesus,	surely—it	must	be	the	devil!	Can	you	see	how	pre-conditioned
our	thinking	is—how	easily	we	ascribe	supernatural,	out	of	the	box	events	to	the	devil	but	not	to	God?Some	might	even	criticize	something	similar	to	Peter’s	experience	in	Acts	10:10	where	“Peter	fell	into	a	trance”	as	"New	Age".Sometimes	there	is	actual	demonic	activity	in	a	meeting—that	is	the	demons	are	departing	from	people	as	the	power	of	God	falls	on	them.	We	have
found	that	sometimes	in	a	meeting,	the	presence	of	God	is	such	that	people	are	spontaneously	freed	from	evil	spirits—these	may	manifest	as	they	are	leaving	the	person.The	Issue	of	Self-ControlSome	people	will	ask,	what	about	self-control?	Isn’t	that	one	of	the	fruit	of	the	spirit?	So	why	would	people	being	touched	by	God	show	such	little	self-restraint?Similarly,	people	like	to
comment	that	"The	Holy	Spirit	is	a	gentleman",	implying	that	he	wouldn’t	so	take	control	over	your	body	that	you	seem	"out	of	control".However	scriptural	evidence	shows	that	God	often	moves	on	people	in	ways	that	they	have	little	choice	in	how	to	respond.	On	the	Damascus	Road,	Saul	was	clearly	not	in	control	of	what	was	happening	to	him	and	yet	this	encounter	bore
amazing	fruit	in	his	life.	At	the	inauguration	of	Solomon’s	Temple,	the	presence	of	God	was	so	overwhelming	that	the	priests	couldn’t	stay	standing.Sometimes	in	the	context	of	a	public	meeting,	people	do	"act	up"	in	uncontrolled	carnal	behaviour;	perhaps	to	gain	attention	or	else	just	because	they	are	desperate	to	feel	"included".	We	seek	to	pastor	these	people	and	help	them	to
calm	down	and	receive	from	God	for	real.ARE	WE	REALLY	EVER	OUT	OF	CONTROL	IF	GOD	IS	IN	CONTROL?When	we	surrender	ourselves	to	the	Holy	Spirit	it’s	just	like	driving	a	car—we	make	the	decision	to	move	over	and	let	him	take	the	wheel.	Are	we	out	of	control?	No,	we	just	have	a	different	driver	now.What	is	the	fruit	of	manifestations?Manifestations	are	evidence	of
the	fact	that	God	is	touching	a	person	or	that	His	presence	is	with	us	here	and	now.	But	what	about	after	the	falling	over	or	laughing	or	crying?	What	is	the	lasting	fruit	of	these	experiences?In	late	1995,	a	Christian	sociologist,	Margaret	Poloma,	asked	to	interview	a	cross-section	of	people	who	had	fallen	under	the	power	of	the	Spirit.	Margaret	surveyed	around	1,000	people.	The
survey	found	that	92%	of	people	testified	to	the	fact	that	they	were	more	in	love	with	Jesus	since	the	experience	than	they	had	ever	been	in	their	lives.	82%	of	people	mentioned	that	they	were	more	motivated	and	excited	about	sharing	Jesus	with	family	and	friends	than	ever	before.In	statistical	terms	those	are	very	high	percentages	to	extrapolate	from	any	sample	group	of
people.	Emotionalism	or	demonic	activity	would	not	lead	people	to	love	Jesus	more	and	want	to	share	Him	with	others	more.Biblical	Examples	of	Common	Manifestations:FALLING	TO	THE	GROUND“The	priests	could	not	stand	to	minister	because	of	the	cloud”	(2	Chronicles	5:14	NASV)It	seems	that	the	presence	of	God	was	so	powerful	their	legs	gave	out	and	they	fell	to	the
floor.Daniel	fell	forward:“As	he	[Gabriel]	came	near	the	place	where	I	was	standing,	I	was	terrified	and	fell	prostrate…while	he	was	speaking	to	me,	I	was	in	a	deep	sleep,	with	my	face	to	the	ground.	Then	he	touched	me	and	raised	me	to	my	feet.”	(Daniel	8:17-18)SHAKING“My	legs	gave	way	beneath	me	and	I	shook	in	terror”	(Habbakuk	3:16	NLT)“The	guards	were	so	afraid	of
him	that	they	shook	and	became	like	dead	men.”	(Matthew	28:4)LAUGHING“Abraham	fell	face	down;	he	laughed…”	(Genesis	17:17)JOY	&	CHILDLIKENESSGiven	the	fact	that	God	affirms	childlikeness,	it’s	not	that	surprising	that	people	who	are	touched	by	the	power	of	God	sometimes	act	in	a	child-like	way.	We	have	seen	people	filled	with	the	joy	of	the	Holy	Spirit	laugh,	roll
around	on	the	floor,	and	run	about	just	like	children.In	the	Bible,	Jesus	himself	was	overcome	by	joy:“At	that	time	Jesus,	full	of	joy	through	the	Holy	Spirit,	said”	(Luke	10:21)King	David	acted	undignified	when	he	was	so	overcome	with	the	joy	of	the	Lord	that	he	danced	in	the	street	in	his	underwear.	His	wife	was	scornful	of	him	but	his	response	was;“I	will	become	even	more
undignified	than	this,	and	I	will	be	humiliated	in	my	own	eyes.”	(2	Samuel	6:22)Prophetic	Symbolism:	Acting	Things	Out	Sometimes	under	the	power	of	the	Spirit,	people	are	communicating	something	through	their	actions,	rather	than	just	responding	emotionally	to	God’s	touch.EXAMPLES:Simulating	flying	like	an	eagleRoaring	like	a	lionCrowing	like	a	cockerelOnce,	at	a
gathering	of	pastors	in	Stirling,	Scotland,	the	worship	leader	led	the	worship	beautifully	but	every	now	and	again	would	crow	like	a	cockerel.	When	I	asked	her	what	was	going	on,	she	replied,	“I	feel	like	the	Lord	is	saying,	‘Church,	it’s	time	to	wake	up!	There’s	a	new	day	coming.	It’s	time	to	wake	up!'”In	1998	when	Microsoft	launched	Windows	98	they	had	a	TV	commercial	in
which	a	cockerel	flew	up	onto	a	fence	and	crowed.	The	tag	line	appeared	on	screen	"It’s	a	new	day!”.	Nobody	would	be	offended	by	this	advert,	so	why	are	so	many	offended	when	God	speaks	this	way	in	the	church?Throughout	scripture	God	loves	to	speak	through	pictures,	stories,	and	prophetic	symbolism	as	these	things	communicate	so	clearly	to	our	hearts,	often	by-passing
our	"cerebral"	analytical	selves.The	Apostle	Paul	explains:“My	message	and	my	preaching	were	not	with	wise	and	persuasive	words,	but	with	a	demonstration	of	the	Spirit’s	power,	so	that	your	faith	might	not	rest	on	man’s	wisdom,	but	on	God’s	power.”	(1	Corinthians	2:4-5)“People	who	aren’t	spiritual	can’t	receive	these	truths	from	God’s	Spirit.	It	all	sounds	like	foolishness	to
them	and	they	can’t	understand	it,	for	only	those	who	are	spiritual	can	understand	what	the	Spirit	means.”	(1	Corinthians	2:14	NLT)In	ConclusionsTo	the	rational	mind,	the	things	of	the	Spirit	seem	like	foolishness.	So	when	we	see	something	that	we	would	consider	"strange"	we	need	to	be	slow	to	pass	judgment	and	use	the	discernment	that	the	Holy	Spirit	provides.	We	can
trust	our	heavenly	Father	to	give	us	good	gifts	when	we	ask	for	them.	So	let	us	be	unafraid	and	press	in	to	ask	Him	for	more	of	his	wonderful	Holy	Spirit.	Spiritual	gifts	Not	to	be	confused	with	Fruit	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	For	the	charisms	listed	in	the	New	Testament,	see	spiritual	gift.	Stained	glass	symbolic	representation	of	the	Holy	Spirit	as	a	dove,	c.	1660.	The	seven	gifts	of	the
Holy	Spirit	are	an	enumeration	of	seven	spiritual	gifts	originating	from	patristic	authors,[1]	later	elaborated	by	five	intellectual	virtues[2]	and	four	other	groups	of	ethical	characteristics.[3]	They	are:	wisdom,	understanding,	counsel,	fortitude,	knowledge,	piety,	and	fear	of	the	Lord.[4]	Book	of	Isaiah	Seven	Gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Folio	from	Walters	manuscript	W.171	(15th
century)	The	seven	gifts	are	found	in	the	Book	of	Isaiah[5]	11:1-2,	where	the	Biblical	passage	refers	to	the	characteristics	of	a	Messianic	figure	understood	by	Christians	to	be	Jesus	Christ	empowered	by	the	"Spirit	of	the	Lord".[6]	In	the	Hebrew	Masoretic	text	the	"Spirit	of	the	Lord"	is	described	with	six	characteristics	(wisdom,	understanding,	counsel,	might,	knowledge,	fear	of
the	Lord),	and	then	the	last	characteristic	(fear	of	the	Lord)	is	mentioned	a	second	time.[7]	In	the	Greek	Septuagint	the	first	mention	of	the	fear	of	the	Lord	is	translated	as	"spirit	of	[...]	godliness"	(πνεῦμα	[...]	εὐσεβείας).[8]	Verse	HebrewMasoretic[9]	EnglishNew	International	Version[10]	GreekSeptuagint[11]	LatinVulgate[12]	11.1	 הֶרְפיִ 	 ויָׁשָרָּׁשמִ ,	 רֶצֵנְו ;	 יָׁשיִ 	 עַזֵּגמִ ,	 רטֶֹח 	 אָצָיְו up	come	will	shoot	A	.א	
from	the	stump	of	Jesse;from	his	roots	a	Branch	will	bear	fruit.	και	εξελευσεται	ραβδος	εκ	της	ριζης	ιεσσαικαι	ανθος	εκ	της	ριζης	αναβησεται	et	egredietur	virga	de	radice	Iesseet	flos	de	radice	eius	ascendet	11.2	 הָוהְי 	 תאְַריְִו ,	 ּד תַעַ 	 חַּור ,	 הָרּובְגּו 	 הָצֵע 	 חַּור , הָניִבּו 	 המְָכחָ 	 חַּור -- הָוהְי 	 חַּור ,	 ויָלָע 	 החָָנְו of	Spirit	might,the	of	and	counsel	of	Spirit	understanding,the	of	and	wisdom	of	Spirit	him—the	on	rest	will	LORD	the	of	Spirit	The	.ב	
the	knowledge	and	fear	of	the	LORD—	και	αναπαυσεται	επ'	αυτον	πνευμα	του	θεουπνευμα	σοφιας	και	συνεσεωςπνευμα	βουλης	και	ισχυοςπνευμα	γνωσεως	και	ευσεβειας	et	requiescet	super	eum	spiritus	Dominispiritus	sapientiae	et	intellectusspiritus	consilii	et	fortitudinisspiritus	scientiae	et	pietatis	11.3	 הָוהְי 	 תאְַריְִּב ,	 ֹוחיִרהֲַו αυτον	εμπλησει	LORD.	the	of	fear	the	in	delight	will	he	and	;ג	
πνευμα	φοβου	θεου	et	replebit	eum	spiritus	timoris	Domini	The	seven	Latin	terms	are	then:	sapientia	intellectus	consilium	fortitudo	cognitiō	(or	scientia	as	in	the	above	scripture)	pietas	timor	Domini.	In	Christianity	The	Seven	Gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit	is	one	of	several	works	in	Christian	devotional	literature	which	follow	a	scheme	of	seven.[13]	Others	include	the	seven	petitions	of
the	Lord's	Prayer,	the	Beatitudes,	the	seven	last	words	from	the	cross,	the	seven	deadly	sins,	and	the	seven	virtues.[14]	The	seven	gifts	were	often	represented	as	doves	in	medieval	texts	and	especially	figure	in	depictions	of	the	Tree	of	Jesse	which	shows	the	Genealogy	of	Jesus.	For	Saint	Thomas	Aquinas,	the	dove	signifies	by	its	properties	each	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit.[15]	Roman
Catholicism	Although	the	New	Testament	does	not	refer	to	Isaiah	11:1-2	regarding	these	gifts,[16][17]	Roman	Catholicism	teaches	that	initiates	receive	them	at	Baptism	and	that	they	are	strengthened	at	Confirmation,	so	that	one	can	proclaim	the	truths	of	the	faith:	"The	reception	of	the	sacrament	of	Confirmation	is	necessary	for	the	completion	of	baptismal	grace."	For	"by	the
sacrament	of	Confirmation,	[the	baptized]	are	more	perfectly	bound	to	the	Church	and	are	enriched	with	a	special	strength	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Hence	they	are,	as	true	witnesses	of	Christ,	more	strictly	obliged	to	spread	and	defend	the	faith	by	word	and	deed."[18]	According	to	the	Catechism	of	the	Catholic	Church,	these	gifts	"complete	and	perfect	the	virtues	of	those	who	receive
them."[19]	Anglican	Communion	"The	imparting	of	the	gifts	of	the	Spirit	is	associated	with	baptism,	as	well	as	Confirmation	and	Ordination."[4]	Confirmation	completes	Baptism	for	it	is	through	the	Laying	On	of	Hands	by	the	bishop	that	the	Seven	Gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit	are	bestowed.[20]	The	Seven	Gifts	Wisdom	See	also:	Wisdom	§	Christian	theology	Wisdom	is	considered	the
first	and	the	greatest	of	the	gifts.	It	acts	upon	both	the	intellect	and	the	will.[21]	According	to	St.	Bernard,	it	both	illumines	the	mind	and	instills	an	attraction	to	the	divine.	Adolphe	Tanquerey	OP	explained	the	difference	between	the	gift	of	wisdom	and	that	of	understanding:	"The	latter	is	a	view	taken	by	the	mind,	while	the	former	is	an	experience	undergone	by	the	heart;	one	is
light,	the	other	love,	and	so	they	unite	and	complete	one	another."[22]	A	wise	and	loving	heart	is	the	perfection	of	the	theological	virtue	of	charity.	Understanding	Understanding	helps	one	relate	all	truths	to	one's	supernatural	purpose;	it	further	illuminates	one's	understanding	of	Sacred	Scripture;	and	it	assists	us	to	understand	the	significance	of	religious	ritual.	This	gift
strengthens	one's	insight	through	prayer,	scripture,	and	the	sacraments.	This	all	gives	a	person	a	profound	appreciation	for	God’s	providence.[23]	Counsel	See	also:	Christian	counseling	and	Nouthetic	counseling	Counsel	functions	as	a	sort	of	supernatural	intuition,	to	enable	a	person	to	judge	promptly	and	rightly,	especially	in	difficult	situations.	It	perfects	the	cardinal	virtue	of
prudence.	While	prudence	operates	in	accord	with	reason	as	enlightened	by	faith,	the	gift	of	counsel	operates	under	the	guidance	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	illuminate	the	will	of	God.[24]	Fortitude	Fortitude	is	often	identified	with	courage,	but	Aquinas	takes	its	meaning	to	also	encompass	endurance.	Joseph	J.	Rickaby	describes	it	as	a	willingness	to	stand	up	for	what	is	right	in	the
sight	of	God,	even	if	it	means	accepting	rejection,	verbal	abuse,	or	physical	harm.	The	gift	of	fortitude	allows	people	the	firmness	of	mind	that	is	required	both	in	doing	good	and	in	enduring	evil.[25]	It	is	the	perfection	of	the	cardinal	virtue	of	the	same	name.	Knowledge	The	gift	of	knowledge	allows	one,	as	far	as	is	humanly	possible,	to	see	things	from	God's	perspective.	It
“allows	us	to	perceive	the	greatness	of	God	and	his	love	for	his	creatures”	through	creation.[26]	Piety	See	also:	Pietism	Piety	accords	with	reverence.	A	person	with	reverence	recognizes	his	total	reliance	on	God	and	comes	before	God	with	humility,	trust,	and	love.	Thomas	Aquinas	says	that	piety	perfects	the	virtue	of	religion,	which	is	an	aspect	of	the	virtue	of	justice,	in	that	it
accords	to	God	that	which	is	due	to	God.[27]	In	a	series	of	talks	on	the	Gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	Pope	Francis	said	that	piety	is	a	recognition	of	"our	belonging	to	God,	our	deep	bond	with	him,	a	relationship	that	gives	meaning	to	our	whole	life	and	keeps	us	resolute,	in	communion	with	him,	even	during	the	most	difficult	and	troubled	moments”.	Francis	goes	on:	"Piety	is	not	mere
outward	religiosity;	it	is	that	genuine	religious	spirit	which	makes	us	turn	to	the	Father	as	his	children	and	to	grow	in	our	love	for	others,	seeing	them	as	our	brothers	and	sisters."[28]	Fear	of	the	Lord	See	also:	Fear	of	God	§	Christianity	Fear	of	the	Lord	is	akin	to	wonder	(or	awe).	With	the	gift	of	fear	of	the	Lord,	one	is	made	aware	of	the	glory	and	majesty	of	God.	At	a	June	2014
general	audience	Pope	Francis	said	that	it	“is	no	servile	fear,	but	rather	a	joyful	awareness	of	God’s	grandeur	and	a	grateful	realization	that	only	in	him	do	our	hearts	find	true	peace”.[29]	A	person	with	wonder	and	awe	knows	that	God	is	the	perfection	of	all	one’s	desires.	This	gift	is	described	by	Aquinas	as	a	fear	of	separating	oneself	from	God.	He	describes	the	gift	as	a	"filial
fear,"	like	a	child's	fear	of	offending	his	father,	rather	than	a	"servile	fear,"	that	is,	a	fear	of	punishment.	Fear	of	the	Lord	is	the	beginning	of	wisdom.	It	is	the	perfection	of	the	theological	virtue	of	hope.	Aquinas:	relation	to	the	virtues	In	Summa	Theologiae	I.II,	q.	68,	a1,	Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	says	that	four	of	these	gifts	(wisdom,	understanding,	knowledge,	and	counsel)	direct
the	intellect,	while	the	other	three	gifts	(fortitude,	piety,	and	fear	of	the	Lord)	direct	the	will	toward	God.[30]	In	some	respects,	the	gifts	are	similar	to	the	virtues,	but	a	key	distinction	is	that	the	virtues	operate	under	the	impetus	of	human	reason	(prompted	by	grace),	whereas	the	gifts	operate	under	the	impetus	of	the	Holy	Spirit;	the	former	can	be	used	when	one	wishes,	but
the	latter,	according	to	Aquinas,	operate	only	when	the	Holy	Spirit	wishes.	In	the	case	of	Fortitude,	the	gift	has,	in	Latin	and	English,	the	same	name	as	the	virtue	which	it	is	related	to,	but	from	which	it	must	be	distinguished.	In	Summa	Theologiae	II.II,	Thomas	Aquinas	asserts	the	following	correspondences	between	the	seven	Heavenly	Virtues	and	the	seven	Gifts	of	the	Holy
Spirit:[31]	The	gift	of	wisdom	corresponds	to	the	virtue	of	charity.	The	gifts	of	understanding	and	knowledge	correspond	to	the	virtue	of	faith.	The	gift	of	counsel	(right	judgment)	corresponds	to	the	virtue	of	prudence.	The	gift	of	fortitude	corresponds	to	the	virtue	of	courage.	The	gift	of	fear	of	the	Lord	corresponds	to	the	virtue	of	hope.	The	gift	of	Reverence	corresponds	to	the
virtue	of	justice.	To	the	virtue	of	temperance,	no	Gift	is	directly	assigned;	but	the	gift	of	fear	can	be	taken	as	such,	since	fear	drives	somebody	to	restrict	himself	from	forbidden	pleasures.	The	Rev.	Brian	Shanley	contrasts	the	gifts	to	the	virtues	this	way:	"What	the	gifts	do	over	and	above	the	theological	virtues	(which	they	presuppose)	is	dispose	the	agent	to	the	special
promptings	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	actively	exercising	the	life	of	the	virtues;	the	gifts	are	necessary	for	the	perfect	operations	of	the	virtues,	especially	in	the	face	of	our	human	weakness	and	in	difficult	situations."[32]	Augustine:	relation	to	the	Beatitudes	Saint	Augustine	drew	a	connection	between	the	gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	the	Beatitudes	(Matt.5:3-12).	Blessed	are	the	poor	in
spirit,	for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven,	reflects	Fear	of	the	Lord	as	the	"poor	in	spirit"	are	the	humble	and	God-fearing.	Blessed	are	they	who	mourn,	for	they	will	be	comforted,	corresponds	to	the	Gift	of	Knowledge,	as	for	Augustine	the	knowledge	of	God	brings	both	an	increased	awareness	of	personal	sin,	and	to	some	extent	grieving	at	the	abandonment	of	practices	and
activities	that	separate	one	from	God.	Blessed	are	the	meek,	for	they	will	inherit	the	land,	relates	to	Piety.	Blessed	are	they	who	hunger	and	thirst	for	righteousness,	for	they	will	be	satisfied,	pertains	to	Fortitude.	Blessed	are	the	merciful,	for	they	will	be	shown	mercy	demonstrates	the	Gift	of	Counsel.	Blessed	are	the	clean	of	heart,	for	they	will	see	God,	the	Gift	of
Understanding.	Blessed	are	the	peacemakers,	for	they	will	be	called	children	of	God,	Wisdom.	Blessed	are	they	who	are	persecuted	for	the	sake	of	righteousness,	for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven.[33]	See	also	Fruit	of	the	Holy	Spirit	Tree	of	Jesse	Theological	virtues	Works	of	mercy	References	^	For	example,	see	Victorinus,	Commentarii	in	Apocalypsim	Iohannis	1,	4:
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