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Free Chess is a desktop software that allows you to play the classic board game without paying a dime.Cure your boredom by downloading the app and playing endless games against the computer.If you haven’t played chess before or don’t understand the rules, the game comes with instructions and a manual that you can refer to at any time. The
rules can’t be changed, but this makes the game more standardized. Challenge yourself to different levels of difficulty. If you want an easy game, or you're a novice, try the easy setting. For a more complex game, crank up the difficulty to hard and give your brain a workout. The game graphics are clear, so you can easily see which pieces are where.
Generally, the program stays very true to the classic game of chess. Remind yourself of good decisions you made earlier by checking the history of your moves, a feature that is only available in an electronic version.The game is let down by its limited opponent. You can only play against the computer on different settings. There is no option to play
online or against friends, which is where this app could really come into its own.In terms of accessibility, Free Chess is only available in English, Spanish and Catalan. This rules out a vast number of potential players who want to change the language setting.Where can you run this program? Free Chess is only available on Windows desktops, and is
not available on phones or tablets.Is there a better alternative?There are many alternatives that offer more features and accessibility to players around the world. Download the Play and Learn Chess app for iPhone and Android to play with real opponents.This program is clearly a basic version of chess and perfect for those with spare time, who enjoy
playing against the computer. It doesn’t have the best graphics, but it’s clear and offers good functionality.Should you download it?No. With better alternatives available, we would say you should download another version of chess. Check out the AppStore or PlayStore for online versions to play against friends.HighsSimple to downloadFree
versionDifferent difficulty levelsLowsNo option to play with real opponentsLayout could be improvedVisually uninteresting Google Classroom is a comprehensive learning package. It’s available as part of the G Suite for Education platform, which includes Google Drive, Gmail, Google Calendar, and several other apps. Google Classroom is targeted
towards students and teachers associated with K-12 and higher education. The platform integrates with various student information systems and popular learning-based websites, such as Curiosity.com, Discovery Education, and the American Museum of Natural History.An education app that connects teachers and students!Google Classroom is a free
learning app that allows students and teachers to connect online. The popular Android app provides paperless assignment workflows, which help teachers create, mark, and review assignments in one place. Additionally, teachers can use Google Classroom to send announcements and start discussions. Students can share resources with each other
and provide answers to a wide range of questions on the stream.Plenty of features to allow learningGoogle Classroom focuses on bridging the technology gap between teachers and students. Over time, it proves to be a solid engagement platform in education and communication. Since it works seamlessly with various Cloud-based offerings from
Google, the app makes the learning process paperless, quick, and convenient.As mentioned earlier, teachers can use the Android app to make announcements. Moreover, they can follow students’ progression through a wide range of lessons in real-time. Similarly, students can keep a track of the tasks due for completion. All the work can be submitted
on the platform electronically.As a learning platform, Google Classroom comes with a simple and clean interface. Whether you’re familiar with online learning modules or not, the platform lets you get used to the navigation with ease.Where can you run this program?Google Classroom is available as a mobile app for Android devices and iPhones. With
more than 50 million downloads on the Play Store, the platform has become immensely popular among students and teachers around the world. In the US, it has garnered a lot of attention to be among the top five apps.Is there a better alternative?In case you want to check out other alternatives, Edmodo will be a good choice. It provides teachers
with the right tools to share lessons, update parents, and build a vibrant learning community. Since students can log in and participate from any computer, tablet, or phone, it’s more convenient to use. Another popular learning platform is Virtually. It allows you to build an online trade school, which focuses on live conferencing, payment processing,
and student management.Teachers and school authorities have always tried to reduce smartphone usage on campuses. With digital advancements, it’'s now possible to use the same technology to learn and grow. With Google Classroom, teachers and students can seamlessly connect to explore various subjects and assignments.Should you download it?
Yes, definitely! Google Classroom allows teachers and students to stay on track with courses and assignments. With a comprehensive feature list, the app focuses on future work deadlines, homework assignments, assignment collection, and more. If you have a Google Apps for Education account, this app is a must-download.HighsPlenty of lessons and
assignmentsQuick access to study materialsNo lost workContinuous engagementLowsDifficult account managementFew integration options The Google Maps app is a free Android GPS for your phone or tablet. You can use the app to find places like shopping malls and office buildings and discover new places.Google Maps uses a built-in navigation
system with Google satellites to help you find predetermined places. Most Android devices already have the Google Maps app installed. However, not all Android devices do. If that's the case for you, download and install this app from Google Play or any other app store. Whether you’'re going to a new city or need directions while on vacation, Google
Maps will come in handy.As long as you have an internet connection, you can get directions in over 200 countries, 15,000 cities, and obtain information on over 100 million sites. It will be nearly impossible to get lost. Google Maps makes use of real-time navigation, giving you directions and transit information. Find gas stations, restaurants, trending
new places, nearby events, and exciting activities. Google Maps facts and featuresThere are a few navigation apps, like OsmAnd, Maps (F Droid), and Map Hub. However, for a free app, Google Maps has more features than most navigation apps all combined. Google Maps can track and find local transportation like trains, busses, ride-share, and
including real-time transit info. You can also get real-time reports on traffic jams, road closures, and incidents. Additionally, you can use the app to share your location with friends and family or make group trips easier. Also, you can create lists of all your favorite places or frequently-visited destinations. Google Maps has an indoor setting to help you
navigate within large places like malls and airports. You can also use street view feature to quickly pinpoint landmarks like museums, shops, malls, and more. It also has an offline maps feature, so you can navigate without being connected to the Internet.Google Maps has a section where you can leave reviews for places you visit to make it easier for
others to decide where to go. You can also add photos, locations, and missing roads to help improve the app.With all the available features, Google Maps makes it easier for you and others to navigate and find new places while traveling. Should you download it?Yes. If you're like most people who always need directions, then Google Maps is for you.
Google Meet is a free-to-use, business-focused conferencing platform by Google. It’s a full-featured toolset that caters to large companies’ needs, ensuring they can host meetings safely and hassle-free. The cross-device app is all about security and reliability, using its robust features to provide a seamless user experience.Meet exploded in popularity
with the growing need for a secure, business-first communication suite. With Microsoft Teams and Zoom as its main competition, it unlocked many of its premium features to the general user base.While it still limits the meeting duration to one hour and 100 participants, it’s an impressive set. Its primary selling point is security, with Google’s safe by
default approach to web development. There are robust host controls for fine-tuning the details, too.Intuitive communication toolsThis tool covers all the essentials for workspace video communication. You can participate in meetings through chat, voice or video, share your screen to present slides and documents, and join broadcasted events.Access
to in-call functionalities is highly intuitive on Android and iOS mobile devices. The platform shows you all the options on-screen, such as muting your microphone, turning the camera on and off, and sending messages. Call recording is another handy feature. It lets you keep a copy or transcript, powered by Google’s proprietary speech-to-text tech, on
your Google Drive to share with absent parties.Excellent organizationStarting a new meeting is as simple as clicking the button to launch a conference. The platform automatically generates a link for you to send to other participants through email or messaging apps. Alternatively, you can set up meetings in advance and add them to your Google
Calendar. That way, everybody can keep the date and time in mind and get a reminder in advance.Overall, while it could include more video call features for different communities, this platform performs smoothly and reliably. It’s a fantastic business tool for overseas conferences and day-to-day professional communication.Should you download it?
Yes. If you need a secure, robust platform for large business meetings, Google Meet is among the most reliable solutions available right now.HighsFully integrated with G SuiteHighly secureClean user interfaceLowsThe free version limits call duration Come and immerse yourself in chess online for free! Enjoy this timeless classic by using your best
chess strategy to beat the computer. Get your chess pieces on the board and play free chess today! How to Play Chess Chess is a game for all, and simpler than you may think. You can learn the chess rules here! Select to play as either the black or white chess pieces from the chess setup — white always moves first. The first move is performed by the
Pawn or the Knight. Knights are the only pieces allowed to jump over others in the whole chess set and do so by moving out two squares and across one on the chess board. In chess, the pawn is free to move forward two squares on the opening move, however, it can only progress one square forward at a time after that. Also, it can only attack in a
forward, diagonal direction. After this opening to the chess game, the objective is to get the rest of your chess pieces out to attack the opponent's King, while simultaneously protecting your own. The other pieces are free to move across the chess set in the following ways: Bishops can move in any diagonal direction in an unlimited number of available
chess board spaces. Rooks can do the same, but in any non-diagonal direction on the chess board. In chess, Queens (your most valuable piece in chess) can move in any direction in an unlimited number of available spaces. Kings can move in any direction, however, only one square at a time on the chess board. In chess, once the King is threatened, it
is placed in "check." The player with the King in danger must use the next move to either move it on the chess board, attack the threatening chess pieces, or block it to get out of "check." Failure to do so could signal the end of the chess game with the King being placed in "checkmate," meaning that it is impossible to avoid an attack on the King and
the player who places the King in this position wins the game of chess online. Fun Facts about Chess - The longest a chess game could possibly be is 5,949 moves. - The first chess board setup with light and dark alternating squares was used in Europe in 1090. - In Chess, the term "Checkmate" derives from the Persian phrase "Shah Mat", meaning
"the King is dead". - It is estimated that over 600 million people play chess online and around the world. - Magnus Carlsen of Norway is the current world chess champion. Try chess online for free today and begin your journey to the World Chess Championship! Google's calculator feature is useful for all sorts of things, and blogger Phil shows us one
particularly helpful use: figuring out how long that big download is going to take.Google's Calculator is a great tool you can use for many things. It can do currency conversion,...Read moreWhether you're downloading large files on the internet or transferring files over a FireWire 800 cable, it can be handy to know how long it's going to take before
you start. Download speeds are often measured in megabits or megabytes per second, but big files can be measured in gigabytes rather than megabytes, and the time it takes is probably going to be a matter of minutes or hours rather than seconds. As such, converting it all in your head and doing a straight up calculation isn't exactly easy. Luckily,
Google's got all those units stored in its database.Transferring a 500 GB file over a FireWire 800 connection? Just type (500 gigabytes) / (800 Mbps) into Google to get a transfer estimate. Phil also recommends accounting for overhead and other slowdowns by taking 80% of that transfer time, since they're rarely as fast as advertised. So, with that in
mind, searching for (500 gigabytes) / (800 Mbps * 8) would give us a more realistic time. Downloading a 6 GB torrent? Assuming it's got a good swarm going, I know I can rack up at least 1.5 Mbps, so I'd search for (6 GB) / (1.5 MBps) (note the difference between Mbps, megabits per second, and MBps, megabytes per second). Sure, your BitTorrent
client probably already gives you a time estimate, but it won't be accurate for a minute or two while it gathers all the peers. Thus, using this for BitTorrent is pretty useful, as it gives you an estimate faster than your client is able to. Hit the link to read more.How Long Will That Image Take? [Phil Hagen's Scratch Pad]You can contact Whitson Gordon,
the author of this post, at whitson@lifehacker.com. You can also follow him on Twitter and Facebook. Google Keep Notes is one of the simplest and best free note taking apps on mobile. It’s available on Android, iOS, and through your web browser. The app recently changed from just Google Keep to Google Keep Notes. The app is otherwise the same,
though. It’s just a minor rename from Google. It seems like a simple note taking app on the surface. However, it has a ton of fun little features and plenty of extras for your convenience. Let’s take a look at how to use Google Keep Notes. You can download the app to your Android device with the button just below. Download Google Keep Notes from
Google Play! What is Google Keep Notes? Google Keep Notes is a note taking app. It’s connected directly to the Google Drive experience. However, unlike most of Google Drive, Google Keep Notes is its own experience. Thus, you can’t access notes from the Google Drive app like you can Google Docs, Sheets, or Slides. Taking notes consumes your
Google Drive space. However, since they are so small, you’ll probably never actually notice.The app launched on March 20th, 2013. It’s undergone a ton of evolutions since then. That includes the aforementioned name change, various UI updates and changes, and various feature improvements and additions. It currently has over 100 million
downloads in the Google Play Store. There is also a web version, a Google Chrome extension, and mobile apps for both Android and iOS.The app features a simple UlI, plenty of simple customization features, and support for Google’s Wear OS. It’s lightweight demeanor makes it snappier than heavier note-taking solutions. It also has some of the best
cross-platform support of any note taking app on mobile. Lastly, the app is completely free with no in-app purchases, subscriptions, or premium versions. Let’s check out how to use it! How to use Google Keep Notes: The basics Let’s start with some of the basics. This should get your foot into the door and get you rolling with Google Keep Notes. You
can create five basic note types in Google Keep Notes. They include a regular text note, a list note, a handwritten note, a voice note, and a picture note with your camera. The bottom bar of the main screen provides quick shortcuts to make all five types of notes. You can start typing in the provided spot in the bottom bar to create a regular text note.
Each icon to the right creates a different sort of note. They go in order of list notes, handwriting notes, voice notes, and picture notes. Simply tap one of those icons to begin creating your note. If you create a new handwritten note, the app will automatically space on the bottom of the screen if you need it. You can access Google Keep by going to
keep.google.com and take notes on the website version the same way as the app. The web version includes image notes, lists, regular text notes, and hand-drawn notes with your mouse. Your stylus or finger is also usable if your computer supports it. You can also install the Google Chrome extension for Google Keep Notes. It’s a little finicky but it
does, in fact, take notes. Lastly, Google Keep Notes has native support for Google Assistant. You can ask Google Assistant to take a note and that note should appear in Google Keep. A neat feature for this one is to create a shopping list note in Google Keep Notes. You can then ask Google Assistant to add items to your shopping list and it’ll populate
the note with those items. You can share most things to Google Keep to store them as notes. That includes links in Google Chrome, images from your gallery app of choice, etc. Simply select Google Keep from that app’s share menu and it’ll create a note! You can organize notes in a variety of ways with Google Keep Notes. However, the main method
is the list on the main page. This is where you’ll interact with most of your notes. You can organize notes on the main page by pressing and holding on a note. It pops out and you can then drag it up or down the list at your leisure. Additionally, you can pin notes to the very top of the list if needed. You can accomplish this by long pressing the note you
want to pin. Once it is selected, a row of icons appears at the top of the screen. Select the one that looks like a push pin and Google Keep will pin that note to the top of the list. Easy! There is a label system in the pull-out menu. It’s accessible by sliding in from the left side of the screen or by clicking the Keep icon in the top left. You can create,
customize, and organize your labels there. Adding notes to labels is easy. Open any note that you want to add to a label. There is a three-dot button in the bottom right corner of the note. Click it, select the labels option, and then choose the label you want the note to be in. Once you assign labels to notes, you can quickly access just those notes by
opening the menu of Google Keep Notes and selecting the label. It then shows you all of the notes under that label. Long press any note to select it. From there, hit the three-dot menu button in the top right-hand corner of the screen. The option to make a copy, delete a note, or archive a note are all in that menu. You can also share notes to other
apps. Enter a note, click the three-dot button in the bottom right corner. From there, select the “Send” option followed by the “Send via other apps” option. The information contained in the note is then sent to whatever app you choose. You can change the color of any note in two ways. The first is short-pressing any note to enter its edit mode. Hit the
three-dot button in the bottom right and the color palette will appear across the bottom of the screen. The second method is to long press a note until it’s selected. A palette icon appears on the top bar. Press it to change the color that way as well. Google Keep Notes features collaborative notes. You can add friends or family members to any note and
everyone can edit them in real-time. To do this, open a note and hit the three-dot menu button on the bottom right corner. A collaborator option will appear in the menu. Simply add them with their email address and they can use that account to access the note along with you. Users can adjust the basic layout of Google Keep Notes with the box icon in
the top right corner. You only have two options. The first is a more minimal method that shows one note at a time in a list. The second shows two notes side-by-side in a list format. Choose the one that suits you best. Google Keep can actually do quite a bit more than just take notes and it has a bunch of additional features for other types of uses as
well. You can add reminders to notes. The reminders make notes pop up whenever you need them to. This feature is usable in two ways. The first is by long-pressing a note and then clicking on the bell icon (with a plus sign). You can also enter into an individual note and find the finger icon there. Reminders can be set by time and date. You can also
have the note reminder recur at regular intervals if you want. This lets Google Keep Notes function like a very light to-do list app. You can also set reminders with a place as a GPS reminder. This pops the reminder up when you reach a certain destination. You can access it the same way as you can the regular reminders. Simply click on Place at the
top of the reminders box when it pops up. Google Keep Notes needs location permissions in order to use location reminders. Denying the app location permission prevents location reminders from working, even if you do it after creating them. In Google Keep, take a picture of an item with words on it. Continue until the note is created. Open the note
with the image it and tap on the image. In the top right corner, click the three-dot menu and select the “Grab Image Text” option. Google Keep Notes adds the text from the image into the note itself for future reference. Export notes from Google Keep Notes to Google Drive: There are two main ways to do this. One is in the app and the other is on the
web version of Google Drive. The app version is easier. Long-press a note from the main page and click the three-dot menu at the top. There is an option to copy to Google Docs. Click it and wait for the process to complete. The other way is a little more complicated, but it lets you inject information from a note into a Google Doc. Open a Google Doc in
your computer’s web browser. There should be a Google Keep icon in the right margin. Click it. From there, you can click and drag notes into the Google Doc. Google Drive copies the text and formatting (if it’s in list format) into the Google Doc. You should be able to do basically everything in Google Keep Notes now. We’ll update the list as Google
continues to add new features. Of course, we want to hear from you as well! What features do you use the most and, as always, let us know if we missed anything!
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